
I-190-001

Your comment about the historic effect of the toll booth on traffic back-

ups along SR 520 is noted. WSDOT intends to use all-electronic tolling

technology to address the issue identified in the comment. All-electronic

tolling makes smart use of technology by eliminating congestion caused

by traditional toll booths, which keeps traffic moving. Electronic tolling

also decreases costs, and can provide convenience for drivers by using

one account (the Good to Go! account) across the state on all tolled

bridges and roads.

 

SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Project



I-190-002

Improvements to this section of SR 520 are part of a different project, the

SR 520, Medina to SR 202: Eastside Transit and HOV Project.  The

description of proposed roadway improvements and associated effects

for with this section of SR 520 is discussed in the environmental

documents for the SR 520, I-5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement and HOV

Project.
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I-190-003

The HOV lane is assumed to have the same occupancy requirements (3

or more people per vehicle) for the entire length of the HOV lane on SR

520.  Furthermore, the modeling effort for the year 2030 analysis

assumes that all HOV lanes in the area would operate with the same

occupancy requirements.  Through time, as more people move to the

area and traffic demands increase, the State will review its performance

standards for the HOV lanes.

WSDOT has an established HOV lane performance standard to ensure

the freeway HOV system helps provide reliable travel time and

dependability for transit users, vanpoolers, and carpoolers. The

established performance standard is that a driver in an HOV lane should

be able to maintain an average speed of 45 mph or greater at least 90%

of the time during the morning and afternoon peak hours. WSDOT

monitors speed and reliability of the HOV system, by corridor, throughout

the year and reports on it at least annually in WSDOT’s Gray Notebook

of performance reporting (see

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Accountability/GrayNotebook).

 

I-190-004

Refer to response to comment I-190-002.
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I-190-005

The consideration of alternatives for SR 520, I-5 to Medina project was

based on extensive study of regional travel demand (including the

reverse commute), transportation operations analyses (including freeway

and local analyses), analyses of environmental factors, and state,

federal, and local policy. Please see the Range of Alternatives and

Options Examined report (Attachment 8 to the SDEIS) for a history of

alternatives considered. See the Transportation Discipline Report

(Attachment 7 to the SDEIS) and Final Transportation Discipline Report

(Attachment 7 to the Final EIS) for detail on transportation modeling and

effects.
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